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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operate

Franchise opportunities available.

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com

Fall into Savings
PROMOTIONAL MEMBERSHIP RATES

FOR A LIMITED TIME

Life at Sleepy Hollow  A Welcoming Community   Top-Ranked Swim TeamUSTA Adult and Junior leagues 11 Tennis Courts LegendLand Day CampsAmazing Rec Pool Great Social Events

925.254.1126 | shstc@comcast.net

www.sleepyhollowclub.com | 1 Sunnyside Lane, Orinda 

Upcoming CAPA ‘Nutcracker’ vows to wow
Submitted by Lynn Davis

Join Clara as her Christmas Eve 
dream comes true and snow 

falls onstage, a magical Christmas 
tree grows and grows, an army of 
mice battle toy soldiers and sump-
tuous treats and toys come to life 
in the California Academy of Per-
forming Arts presentation of “The 
Nutcracker” at the Campolindo 
Performing Arts Center from Dec. 
15-17.
 This Lamorinda family tradi-
tion for 25 years is a feast for the 
eyes, fi lled with surprises and de-
lights for all ages. The story is nar-
rated as it unfolds, guiding young 
viewers through the beautiful ballet 
and making it much more enjoy-
able for little ones (and grown-ups) 

who might not be familiar with 
the timeless story of Clara and her 
magical Christmas Eve dream.
 Anything is possible with 
enough talent and enthusiasm, and 
both are abundant in this extraordi-
nary group of young dancers. This 
production is huge, with more than 
100 local performers, sumptuous 
sets, live narration, and absolutely 
gorgeous costumes, many of which 
are hand-sewn in Russia.
 While the studio demands ex-
cellence and precision in the danc-
ing, it also seeks to involve ballet 
students of all ages, adding to the 
spirit of the performances: 6- and 
7-year-olds are enchanting as the 
spun-sugar Christmas angels; and 

advanced high school ballerinas 
take on the more demanding, clas-
sic roles of the Snow Queen, Rose 
Queen, and Sugar Plum Fairy. Lo-
cal high school football players and 
other athletes even appear as party 
guests!
 Two Performances will be held 
at 5:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. on Friday 
Dec. 15, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on 
Saturday Dec. 16 and at 1 p.m. and 
5 p.m. on Sunday Dec. 17 at the 
Campolindo Performing Arts Cen-
ter.
 Tickets for the general public 
are $20 and can be purchased at 
www.capashows.eventbrite.com.

California Academy of Performing Arts performers from “The Nutcracker.” Photo Kate Fim

Book penned by trio offers entertaining 
insight into life of  Raiders icon Al Davis
By John Miller

Two longtime employees of the Oakland Raiders, 
Bruce Kebric and Jon Kingdon, have collaborated 

with former Raiders beat writer Steve Corkran to pub-
lish a book detailing the behind the scenes machina-
tions of their former boss, Al Davis.
 The book is titled “Al Davis: Behind the Raiders 
Shield.” Corkran – along with the pair of Davis confi -
dants Kebric and Kingdon – details the inner workings 
of the enigmatic force behind one of the most contro-
versial professional sports teams of all time.
 Kebric spent 31 years assisting Davis with per-
sonnel  issues and coaching hires, while Kingdon, 
who currently writes for this newspaper, began in 
1978 and eventually became the team’s Director of 
College Scouting from 1993-2012. Corkran cov-
ered the Raiders in some capacity from 1995-2014 
for the Contra Costa Times, Oakland Tribune and 
San Jose Mercury News.
 When Corkran teamed forces with Kebric and 
Kingdon, he issued one caveat: “It has to be warts 

and all.”
 The genius of Al Davis is certainly here to see, evi-
denced by surprise fi nds in the draft, miraculous per-
sonnel decisions, fi ve Super Bowl appearances (three 
wins), a Team of the Decade designation, and an or-
ganization that continues to draw unbending loyalty 
from its fans.
 But the warts are defi nitely on display. The book 
draws a portrait of a man obsessed with football, a 
stubborn, irascible owner whose motto was “Just win, 
Baby.”
 The book is written mostly in a journalistic rapid-
fi re bullet point style, with names, dates, statistics, and 
40-yard dash times fl ying at a dizzying pace. On one 
page alone, we time travel from 1963, to 1967, 1979 
and 1990!
 The authors decided to organize the book through 
themes rather than chronologically, but it would have 
been nice to include an index to help with navigation.
 The book is at its best when it slows down and 
focuses on one story, such as the chapter on John Ma-
tuszak (aka “The Tooz”). Kingdon relates spending an 
evening with the 6-foot-8, 272-pound wild man.
 The Tooz drank seven tall cans of beer, numerous 
triple Crown Royals that fans bought for him, and then 
delivered a stirring speech to the booster club.
 After another stop at a bar and several more Crown 
Royals, Kingdon was relieved to fi nd that not only did 
Matuszak get home safely, but made it to practice the 
next day, showing no ill effects.
 The Tooz was only one of many players Davis res-
cued from the NFL trash heap after other teams gave 
up on them, helping to create the Raider image of out-
casts and renegades.
 For those obsessed with NFL football, the book of-
fers a wealth of information and insight into the inner 
workings of the draft and the relative “genius” label 
that Al Davis garnered through his draft day opera-
tions.
 Davis also earned that reputation for some of his 
moves, including having a keen insight for switching 
players from one position to another. A prime example 
is when Davis took Billy Cannon – one of the AFL’s 
top rushers – and turned him into a productive tight 
end.
 ... continued on page B4
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Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic


